PRESENT SIMPLE VS. PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE
Elementary level

I Choose the correct answer.

1. __________ English because you want to get a better job?

a. Are you learn

b. Are you learning

c. You learn

d. You are learning

2. __________ going to rain.

a. Is

b. Do

c. It’s

d. Are

3. __________ tomorrow?

a. You leave

b. Do you leave

c. Are you leaving

d. You leaving

4. She __________ money from him.

a. is always borrowing

b. always is borrowing

c. always borrows

d. does borrow

5. She __________ a new dress.

a. is having

b. have

c. have got

d. has

6.  She __________ lunch with her friends. 

a. is having

b. have

c. have got

d. has

7.  What __________ tonight?

a.  do you do

b.  are you doing

c.  you are doing

d.  you do

8.  What __________?   I’m a teacher.

a.  do you do

b.  are you doing

c.  you are doing

d.  you do

9.  She __________ what you are saying.

a.  does understand

b.  is understanding

c.  understanding

d.  understands

10. Her parents __________ older.

a.  get

b.  gets

c.  is getting

d.  are getting

II Decide which is the correct verb form.

1. Maria comes / is coming from Spain.

2. She speaks / is speaking French and Spanish.

3. Today she wears / is wearing a T-shirt.

4. She smokes / is smoking twenty cigarettes a day.

5. She doesn’t smoke / isn’t smoking now. She’s in class.

6. The job situation slowly gets / is slowly getting better.

7. I only occasionally go / am only occasionally going to the theatre.

8. You don’t believe / aren’t believing him, do you?

9. Ask him to give me a call, when you see / are seeing him.

10. I stay / am staying with Paul for a few days.

11. I probably play / am probably playing football tonight.

III Make questions to which underlined words are the answers

1. He reads books in his free time.

___________________________________

2. She usually gets up at 9 o’clock on Sundays.

___________________________________

3. Tom and Mary are studying Economics.

___________________________________

4. He is leaving tomorrow.

___________________________________

5. We go to the restaurant every Saturday.

___________________________________

6. She speaks four languages.

___________________________________

7. They go to church every Sunday.

___________________________________

8. I am doing my homework at the moment.

___________________________________

9. I am wearing two pullovers because I feel cold.

___________________________________

10. Sue lives in London.

___________________________________

IV Choose the correct sentence.

1. a) She speaks five languages.

b) She’s speaking five languages.

2. a) Look at that man! He wears such a funny hat.

      b) Look at that man! He’s wearing such a funny hat.

3. a) Don’t take that book back to the library. I’m reading it.

b) Don’t take that book back to the library. I read it.

4. a) They have two daughters and two sons.

b) They’re having two daughters and two sons.

5. a) Do you understand Spanish?

b) Are you understanding Spanish?

6. a) We’re thinking opera is boring.

b) We think opera is boring.

7. a) She’s having a bath at the moment.

b) She has a bath at the moment.

8. a) I’ll phone you when he comes.

b) I’ll phone you when he is coming.

9. a) Look at her. She gets taller every day.

b) Look at her. She is getting taller every day.

10. a) He is always borrowing some money.

b) He always borrows some money.

Intermediate level

I Complete the following pairs of sentences using the verb in italics. Use the Present Simple for one and the Present Continuous for the other.

1. watch
    Be quiet! I __________ my favourite programme.

    I always __________ it on Thursday evenings.

2. see
    John isn’t at home. He __________ the doctor about his sore throat.

    I __________ the problem but I can’t help you.

3. come

    Alec and Mary are Spanish. They __________ from Madrid.
    They’ll be here very soon. They __________ by car.

4. have

   Lisa can’t answer the phone. She __________ a bath.
    She __________ two new pairs of jeans.

5. think

   I __________ that all politicians tell lies.
    I __________ about my girlfriend. She’s in New York at the moment.

6. not enjoy
    We __________ this party at all. The music is too loud.

    We __________ going to big parties.

7. smell
    Dinner __________ good. What is it?
    Why __________ you __________ those roses? They are plastic.

8. meet

    We __________ at 1.00 outside the restaurant.

    I __________ my friends every day in front of our school.

9. get

    She __________ a lot of presents for Christmas.

    She __________ older. She can barely walk.

10. make

      She always __________ mistakes.

      She __________ cakes every Sunday.
II Put each verb given into present simple or present continuous tense

1. He generally __________ (wear) jeans but today he __________ (wear) a suit.

2. She __________ (meet) her friends next Saturday.

3. The Sun __________ (rise) in the east.

4. You can’t see Tom now: he __________ (have) a bath.

5. Summer __________ (follow) spring.

6. You (make) __________ the same mistake again!
7. I (write) __________ in reply to your advertisement in the Daily News.
8. The concert (begin) __________ at 6.30.

9. You always (borrow) __________ money from me.
10. I can’t talk now. I (cook) __________ the dinner.

11. Can you call me at 7.00, because I (leave) __________tomorrow.

12. I still (have) __________ a pain in my leg but it (get) __________ better.

13. Water (freeze) __________ at 0 °C. 

14. I (think) __________ you would be happier in another job.
15. He (speak) __________ four languages.

16.  Don’t go in. They (hold) __________ a meeting.

17. I (look after) __________ Jack’s dog this weekend. 

18. He usually (sleep) __________ a lot in the afternoon.

19. Good clothes (become) __________ more and more expensive.
20. No one ever (write) __________ to me.
21. They (prepare) __________ the Christmas dinner today.

22. The baby (cry) __________ because it is hungry now.

23. This is a great party. I (have) __________ a lovely time.

24. John often (go) __________ to football matches.

25. Tom will be angry when he (see) __________ a parking ticket on his car.
26. I usually (not take) __________ sugar in my tea.

27. Tonight they (watch) __________ a very modern comedy but they 
     (not understand) __________ some of the jokes.
III Choose the correct sentence in each context

1. You want to invite a friend to your party on Friday. You say:

a) I have a party on Friday. Do you want to come?

b) I’m having a party on Friday. Do you want to come?

2. If someone asks you: What do you do? You reply:

a) I work as a secretary.

b) I’m repairing the computer.

3. If someone asks you: What are you doing? You reply:

a) I am studying for my exams.

b) I work as a shop assistant. 

4. A friend asks: Do you like lemon tea? You reply:

a) I prefer tea with milk.

b) I’m preferring tea with milk.

5. You haven’t decided yet about buying a new bike. You say:

a) I think about it.

b) I’m thinking about it.

6. A friend asks you if you have finished the book she lent you. You say:

a) Sorry, I still read it.

b) Sorry, I’m still reading it.

7. It is a hot day, but a friend has a heavy coat on. You ask:

a) Why are you wearing a heavy coat?

b) Why do you wear a heavy coat?

IV Choose the correct word or phrase underlined in each sentence

a) That can’t be right! I don’t believe / I’m not believing it!

b) Carol can’t see you today. She has / is having lunch with some important clients.

c) Tom is so happy. He has / is having a new computer.

d) What do you do / are you doing? If you drop it, it will explode!

e) Chemistry is hard. I am not understanding / I don’t understand it.

f) You are a great cook! This cake tastes / is tasting wonderful.

g) What do we eat / are we eating this evening? I’m really hungry.

h) See you in the morning. I leave / I’m leaving now.

i) Where do you go / are you going? I haven’t finished speaking to you.

PAGE  

